"UNTIL VICTORY IS WON"

A SPEECH TO A CONFERENCE OF DOMINION HIGH COMMISSIONERS

AND ALLIED COUNTRIES' MINISTERS AT ST. JAMES'S PALACE,

LONDON, JUNE 12, 1941

June ii. News of heavy concentrations of German troops on the
Russian frontier. Sir Stafford Cripps, British Ambassador
to Russia^ returned to London for conference.

June 12. Several hundred R.A.F. bombers made " heaviest ever"
raid on the Ruhr.

The United States made a strong protest to Germany
about the sinking of the Robin Moor.

[June 12, 1941.
IN the twenty-second month of the war against Nazism we meet
here in this old Palace of St. James's, itself not unscarred by the
fire of the enemy, in order to proclaim the high purposes and resolves
of the lawful constitutional Governments of Europe whose countries
have been overrun; and we meet here also to cheer the hopes of
free men and free peoples throughout the world. Here before us on
the table lie the title-deeds of ten nations or States whose soil has
been invaded and polluted, and whose men, women, and children lie
prostrate or writhing under the Hitler yoke. But here also, duly
authorized by the Parliament and democracy of Britain, are gathered
the servants of the ancient British Monarchy and the accredited
representatives of the British Dominions beyond the seas, of
Canada, Australia, New Zealand, and South Africa, of the Empire
of India, of Burma, and of our Colonies in every quarter of the globe.
They have drawn their swords in this cause. They will never let
them fall till life is gone or victory is won. Here we meet, while
from across the Atlantic Ocean the hammers and lathes of the
United States signal in a rising hum their message of encouragement
and their promise of swift and ever-growing aid.
What tragedies, what horrors, what crimes have Hitler and all
that Hitler stands for brought upon Europe and the world ! The
ruins of Warsaw, of Rotterdam, of Belgrade are monuments which
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